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Sunday February 18, 2024
Tone 4/ Eothinon 4

Seventeenth Sunday of Pentecost
& Seventeenth Sunday of Mathew

Leo the Great, pope of Rome;
Agapitos the Confessor, bishop of
Synnada in Phrygia, and his companions

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are glad you are worshiping with us

today. There are Service Books in the pews.

Orthodox Christians must be prepared for
Holy Communion through Confession,
Fasting, Prayer and by being at peace with
others. Please seek and give forgiveness
before receiving Holy Communion. At the
conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, please join
us for coffee hour in the Parish Hall.

The mission of St. George
Antiochian Orthodox Church

Is to serve God and the community
by commitment to the Gospel's
command to grow in the knowledge
of Jesus Christ through faith,
hope, and love. Tt is a parish of the
Self -Ruled Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North
America.

The Orthodox Church follows the
faith and practice of the apostles
and disciples of Christ handed
down by the ancient Christian
fathers and twenty centuries of
Church tradition. Genuine Christian
life nurtures and stimulates our
spiritual and moral development.
The liturgical life of the Orthodox
Church has been developing over
the last 2000 years. By taking part
in the mysteries of Christ's life,
death and resurrection at the
liturgical services, the community
members are drawn fo repentance
and the gradual change of their
inner selves.

To join the community of St.
George or to find out more
information, please fill out the
Guest Book in the Narthex. We
hope this day will be spiritually
rewarding for you. Fr John will be
happy to answer any questions.
Join us in the hall after Liturgy for
our Coffee Hour and Fellowship.




The Coffee Hour is sponsored by Bassam and Camilia Saliba

Candles are offered for the Health, Safety & Spiritual Welfare of:

All of our parishioners, their family members and their friends. i |
The sick, shut-ins, homeless and needy -
George his Family & Friends by George Haddad

Our Family by Samir and Clara Nader

Candles are offered in Beloved Memory of:

All of your beloved ones falling asleep in the Lord.

All Clergy and servants of God.

All the Victims of war and violence and diseases in the whole universe.
Michel Hayek, Michael Simone & Bob Mourad by the Hayek family
Wadia and Mary Ameen by their Family

Edward & Evelyn Haddad by Karen and Ted Ziton

Edward & Rita Fadel by his family

Charles and Joan Haddad by their family

Joie Haddad by George Haddad and his Family

William Isaac by his Wife June Isaac

Ramona Darmour by her daughter Charmaine Darmour

PRAY , for the sick, sufferings,
: égne e shut-ins , needy, homeless, victims of disasters, war
' nother and violence in the whole universe.

JAMES 5:16

"Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, How
can this man give us His flesh to eat? So Jesus said to them,
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of
Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. He who
eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will
S raise him up on the last day”.

Kire Up! John 6:52-54

i i J "With fear of God, faith And love draw near”.
&lpoh / Come to Church, Jesus loves you, we love you

we are waiting for you.

UPCOMING DIVINE SERVICES

Sunday February 25, 2024 Orthros Service @ 9:30am
Divine Liturgy @ 10:30 am




Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, February 18, 2024
Tone 04/Eothinon 04; Seventeenth Sunday of Pentecost & Seventeenth Sunday of Mathew
Leo the Great, pope of Rome; Agapitos the Confessor, bishop of Synnada in Phrygia,
and his companions
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 4)
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women disciples of the

Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the Disciples,
saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy.
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-l d Entrance Hymn
r 1 t O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us, O Son of God, who
i R art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee: Alleluia.

FORI B P P N P
We repeat the Resurrectional Apolytikion

Troparion for the Patron Saint of the Church
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Troparion of St. George the Great Martyr (Tone 4)
As deliverer of captives, and defender of the poor, healer of the infirm, champion of kings:
Victorious Great Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God for our souls’ salvation.
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Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone 4)
O undisputed intercessor of Christians, the mediatrix unrejected by the Creator, turn not away from
the voice of our petitions, though we be sinners. Come to us in time, who cry to thee in faith, with
assistance, for thou art good. Hasten to us with intercessions, O Theotokos, who dost ever intercede

for those who honor thee.

THE TRISAGION

THE EPISTLE
(For the Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost)

Make your vows to the Lord your God, and perform
them.

In Judah God is known; His Name is great in Israel.
The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to
the Corinthians. (6:16-7:1)

Brethren, you are the temple of the living God;
as God said, “1 will live in them and move among
them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my
people. Therefore, come out from them, and be
separate from them,” says the Lord, “and touch
nothing unclean; then I will welcome you, and I will
be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and
daughters,” says the Lord Almighty. Since we have
these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from
every defilement of body and spirit, and make holiness
perfect in the fear of God.

gl ~f—=3‘1' Ishgly sl
Nagey ) oy pea il
ol ) A Jgua) Galgy ) Ay (o Jucd

(T:1-6:16) Gugtiys
Suly ped (Kell 140 06 LS (A0 O A 4
a1 S *Las Gy oty Tl el Gy e Lok
o o8l I3l Lt 1,268 Yy Sl Ut Ll e
o3 3 ) Gl U s G I A iy
colly 2l sl S e Lt Skl 2laY) L elal
A i L) <Ky

THE GOSPEL
(For the Seventeenth Sunday of Matthew)

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St
Matthew. (15:21-28)

At that time, Jesus went to the district of Tyre
and Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite woman from that
region came out and cried, “Have mercy on me, O
Lord, Son of David: my daughter is severely
possessed by a demon.” But He did not answer her a
word. And His disciples came and begged him,
saying, “Send her away, for she is crying after us.” He
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before Him,
saying, “Lord, help me.” And He answered, “It is not
fair to take the children’s bread and throw it to the
dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the
crumbs that fall from their master’s table.” Then Jesus
answered her, O woman, great is your faith! Be it
done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was
healed instantly.
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. The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual.

Megalynarion:

[t is truly meet to call thee Blessed, Lady Theotokos: Lady ever greatly blessed, and most

perfect in innocence, and the Mother of our God. Lady more precious than the Cherubim

and more glorious beyond all measure than the Seraphim. That without corruption gavest
birth to God the Word, and art truly Theotokos. We magnify thee.

Post-Communion

We have seen the true light: we have received the heavenly Spirit. ...................

THE DISMISSAL

Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions
of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the precious and life-
giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication
of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-
laudable apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantino-
ple, whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious
Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint George the patron and protector of
this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna, of our fa-
ther among the saints, Leo the Great, pope of Rome, and of all the saints: have mercy on
us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon
us and save us.

Choir: Amen.

In 1 Timothy 5, Paul describes the church not as a building but as people dedicated to doing
whatever it takes to reach out and help others. We have a responsibility to serve and help
others in need as the church. Caring for each other as well as those outside of the church is the
quickest way to see Jesus change lives. Too often, we see a need and wait for the pastor or
someone on staff to take responsibility. But that’s not the way church works.

RESERVE THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDER

Young Adult Retreat February 23-25/ 2024
Medical Professionals Organization 02/25/24 @4:00 pm
St George Feast Celebration 05/ 11/ 2024
Teen Soyo Hafli 05/18/2024




Metropolitan Boulos (Bandali): A Fruitful Seed in Antioch
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

Metropolitan Boulos (1929-2008) served as metropolitan of the Archdiocese of
Akkar and Dependencies across Lebanon and Syria.

If you love your neighbor less than you love yourself, then it would be difficult for
you to write about a person like Metropolitan Boulos (Bandali), who lived Christ’s
second great commandment, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” in its absolute
evangelical sense, which is rarely duplicated throughout history. He embodied the
phrase of the Bible that says, “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s
life for one’s friends” (John 15:13).

What is remarkable about Metropolitan Boulos is his complete and constant self-
forgetfulness for the sake of his fellow man. Requests made to this merciful
metropolitan did not stop for a single moment throughout his life on earth. This
means that he never once cared for himself because he was constantly preoccupied
with the souls of others. Those who lived closely with him described his home, his
room, his clothes, his food, and his poverty in a way that reminds us of the stories
of unmercenary saints.

For those who claim that this kind of love is impossible in our self-centered age,
Metropolitan Boulos, with his holy life, stands as living proof of the error of their
claim, and as a witness to the extent of the work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of
God's pure ones.

| was a high school freshman when | first heard of "Father" Boulos Bandali. Young
people from Koura, North Lebanon, who were displaced with their families due to
the war in Lebanon (1975-77), told us about a priest in Bishmizine, where people
rush from their villages to participate in his liturgy. They described him as the angels
are described. My friends and | thought that they were exaggerating. But when we
met him for the first time in Latakia, Syria, while he was on a spiritual visit to
encourage us to practice confession, we were amazed at what we saw. How does
a person live with all this meekness? From where does he get all this tenderness?
How does he possess this amount of kindness and a constant smile? In our young
minds, we could only imagine him coming from the icons of our glorious Church.



We learned from him the art of listening, and when we grew up, we understood
how much humility and self-denial listening requires. He would listen with
sensitivity to the confessions of the youth and would try with all delicacy to direct
us to the point that we sometimes felt like he was the one confessing, not us. |
remember that, through his gentleness, he once made me ashamed of my sin and
cause me to despise it very much, without reprimanding me with a single harsh
word, although | deserved more than one harsh word at the time.

These encounters came within the framework of the Orthodox Youth Movement
and its activities. | remember the way we used to rush to him when he arrived to
receive his blessing! On the day we heard that he became Metropolitan of Akkar,
we, the youth of Latakia, decided to go and congratulate him after his
enthronement. At that time, most of us had experienced confession at least once
with him. We met him in a very small village in Wadi al-Nasara, called Bhazina. He
had been in the archdiocese for less than a month. He came to celebrate the Divine
Liturgy in that village. We were shocked by how small and poor the church was,
from the liturgical items to the chanting. We found him celebrating the Liturgy as
if he were in heaven, not aware of the poverty around him. It took me years and
great toil to learn how to serve in such poverty in my former archdiocese (Bosra,
Houran and Jabal Al-Arab, Syria). | could not see beyond the material beauty to
reach the sight of the “Beloved Son,” Who transcends all beauty.

He shook our hands, one by one, after the Liturgy. Our presence brought him
indescribable joy. He made us feel that we were his consolation, and some of us
believed it!

We were later startled by something we learned about him. He stayed up at night
writing letters to his spiritual children after his pastoral status as a bishop no longer
permitted him to meet them in person as before. We learned that his bed was in a
car, not in a bedroom. He spent most of his time sleeping being driven in a car from
one region to another in his vast archdiocese (102 parishes) which extended across
Lebanon and Syria.

Metropolitan Boulos planted in the Church a seed, without which the Church could
not grow spiritually and physically. He gave great care to institutions, such as the
Akkar Diocesan School, which he established and expanded. It is now one of the
most successful schools in North Lebanon. But his focus on human beings was the

most important. Everything he had was for his fellow man. For him, there was
nothing—no institution, no money, no endowment—unless it was for the sake of
the neighbor, a service to the neighbor, and a way for the salvation of the neighbor.

The love he implanted, the kindness he distributed, the tenderness he gave—all are
images of the compassionate face of Jesus, the Good Shepherd. The God whom
Metropolitan Boulos (Bandali) worshiped is the God of love, to Whom all should
bow in reverence and veneration. May God help us through his intercessions.
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Dear St. George medical professionals

By the blessing and direction of our Metropolitan Saba, we are starting North <
America Antiochian Orthodox Medical Professional fellowship ,locally and
nationally in US and Canada.

We encourage all medical professionals, Doctors, Nurses, Dentists, Hygienists....
to be ready to join the first meeting February 25, 2024 @ 4:00 PM engage in
discussion regarding goals and interests .

A national Zoom meeting is planned for March to hear from Daniel Hinshaw , MD.

God Bless and protect you and your families

Mission Statement for NAAOMP

North America Antiochian Orthodox Medical Professionals -

Is a network of medical professionals (MDs, DDs, PharmDs, physician assistants ,NPs, Nurses,
physical therapists , and Medical students)

who work together, under the blessing of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese and local
parishes, to grow in their relationship and commitment to Christ. In growing spiritually together,

the group aims at bringing the healing presence of Christ to their professional practice every day.

-we are not gathering any funds ! .
-we are not discussing politics .( regional nor international)

The ways through which this group will achieve its goals, include but not limited to:

* Plan regular local events to bring medical professionals together for retreats and social
gatherings depending on the local circumstances and needs of the group

* share how orthodoxy affect your daily practice and lives.

* Assist local priests in serving sick parishioners as needed (when hospitalized, or when needing
second opinion, referrals)

* helping in residency / fellowship placement for new graduates)
* Create an online platform to offer spiritual encouragement and edification to each other

* Exchange the experiences of local groups to build on best practices to improve the engagement
of local professionals

* Offer professional expertise to the Archdiocese or organize medical mission trips when needed

* Plan for Archdiocese-wide meetings for group members in conjunction with Parish
Conferences or Archdiocese Conventions”



The Great Martyr George

The holy, glorious and right-victorious Great-martyr and Trophy-
bearer George was a Christian Roman soldier killed
under in Cappadocia, his mother was from Palestine, and thus he
isDiocletian at the beginning of the fourth century. Though he was
born a particular favorite of many Palestinian Christians. He is
also the patron saint of Moscow, Georgia, and England, amongst
other places. The Church commemorates St. George on April 23, and the
translation of his relics on November 3.

According to Tradition, St. George was born to a Christian family during the late
3rd century. His father was from Cappadocia and served as an officer of the
army. His mother was from Lydda, Palestine. She returned to her native city as a
widow along with her young son after the martyrdom of St. George's father,
where she provided him with a respectable education and raised him in piety.

The youth, it would seem, followed his father's example in joining the army soon
after his coming of age. He proved to be a charismatic soldier and consequently
rose quickly through the military ranks of the time. By his late twenties he had
gained the titles of tribunus (tribune) and later comes (count). By that time St.
George had been stationed in Nicomedia as a member of the personal guard
attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian (reign 284-305).

In 303, Diocletian issued an edict authorizing the systematic persecution of
Christians across the Empire. His Caesar, Galerius, was supposedly responsible for
this decision and would continue the persecution during his own reign (305-311). It
is believed that St. George was ordered to take part in the persecution but
instead confessed to being a Christian himself and criticized the imperial decision.
An enraged Diocletian proceeded in ordering the torture of this apparent traitor
and his execution.

Then, affer innumerable forms of torture, St. George was executed by
decapitation in front of Nicomedia's defensive wall on April 23, 303. The witness
of his suffering convinced Empress Alexandra and Athanasius, a pagan priest, to
also become Christians, and so they also joined St. George in martyrdom as
consequence. St. George's body was then returned to Lydda for burial, where
Christians soon came to honor St. George as a martyr.




